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  Regular Meeting 
 Charleston Township Board 
 September 23, 2003 
 
CALL TO ORDER: 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Supervisor who led those present in the pledge of 
allegiance to the flag. 
 
ROLL CALL OF OFFICERS: 
Roll was called and members present were: Bell, Whitehead, Kasson, Balkema and Kramer. Also in 
attendance: Ann Ward, Pat Longfield, Larry R. Bolhuis Larry A. Bolhuis, Phyllis Rose, Art Samson and 
Sarah Thunman. 
 
ADOPTION OF PROPOSED AGENDA AND MINUTES: 
Motion by Whitehead/Kasson to adopt the agenda as presented.  CARRIED Kasson/Balkema moved to 
approve the August 26, 2003 regular meeting minutes as presented.  CARRIED  
 
POLICE, FIRE, ZONING AND ASSESSORS REPORTS: 
6. No Assessor report 
7. No Zoning Administrator’s Report 
8. The Board discussed the financial problems that the Joint Fire Board was experiencing. Motion by 

Balkema/Kasson to receive the fire report.  CARRIED 
 
CITIZEN TIME: 
 
No comments were offered 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 

a. After a review of the options, Balkema/Whitehead moved to authorize Layne-Northern to reset 

all the points on the VFD’s and PLC controller and to accept their recommendation on which 
well to clean first.  CARRIED 

b. Fran informed the Board that Saturday, October 11, 2003 had been set for the Fall Trash Drop-Off 
and that BFI would be handling the trash removal. 

c. The Board learned from Fran that the Township was the owner of North and South Pineayr Drives.  
The Board discussed concerns about the ownership of the roads. 

 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
 
Balkema/Kasson moved to recess the regular meeting and open the public hearing at 7:30 p.m. to hear public 
comment on the closing of the CDBG Grant from the State of Michigan.  The supervisor informed the Board 
that, as of August 18, 2003, 574 jobs had been documented as created and that 393 income certification forms 
had been delivered to Ms. Tonya Young of the Michigan Economic Development Corporation.  This number 
exceeds the 51% requirement of the CDBG program. 
The supervisor asked if there were any questions or comments.  Sarah Thunman, who lives at 4563 North 
38th Street, asked if Target would ever reach the stated goal of 1,000 employees.  Mr. Bell responded that 
he expected that Target would reach that goal, but it might take longer than originally planned. 
Kasson/Balkema moved to close the public hearing at 7:38 p.m.  CARRIED  Kasson/Balkema moved to 
reopen the regular meeting.  CARRIED 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 

a. Because of concerns that trucks parking on the sides of the road on 40th Street near Target would 
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damage the watermain valve boxes, Kasson/Balkema moved to authorize the installation of 

two castings over existing watermain valve boxes by Balkema Excavating with the cost not 
to exceed $1700.  CARRIED 

b. Whitehead/Kasson moved to approve payment as recommended by Prein & Newhoff to 
Balkema Excavating for a sewer lead on East Michigan Avenue in the amount of $22,600.  
CARRIED 

c. Jim Whitehead, the Township Treasurer, submitted his resignation to the Board effective 
November 1, 2003.  He recommended that the Board appoint his Deputy Treasurer, Brenda 

Schug, to the Treasurer’s position.  Kasson/Balkema moved to accept the Treasurer’s 

resignation with regret.  CARRIED  Kasson/Balkema moved to follow Jim’s 

recommendation and appoint Brenda Schug as Treasurer to complete Jim’s term in office.  
CARRIED 

d. Fran presented an invitation to the Board members to the Improved Quality of Life in Kalamazoo 
County Conference scheduled for October 29, 2003. 

e. Jason Gilmer, the township representative on the Joint Fire Board, submitted his resignation, 
effective immediately, because his wife, in her job with Pfizer, had been transferred to Ann 

Arbor.  Kasson/Balkema moved to appoint Nelson Hiestand to replace Jason on the Joint 

Fire Board.  CARRIED 
 

COMMUNICATIONS: 
 
Fran reported that he had met with the Bolhuis family regarding the issues they had raised in a letter dated 
August 20, 2003.  He thought that their concerns had been addressed but declined their request to appoint 

a new assessor to replace Diane Gajor.  After a brief review of the facts, Kasson/Whitehead moved to 

continue with Diane Gajor as the township in-house assessor.  CARRIED  Fran informed the Board 
that the rezoning process had been started in the section that includes Tall Timbers by noticing all the 
township’s neighboring municipalities.  He presented an invitation to MTA’s 50th Anniversary Celebration 
in Lansing on Monday, October 6, 2003.  He also presented an open house invitation by MSU Extension 
scheduled for October 7, 2003 in Kalamazoo. 
 
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
Year to Date receipts: $197,305.28, disbursements: $89,121.27, transfers to savings to general fund: ($1.17), 
General fund balance: $198,243.49, Beginning balance was $140,143.41, Received since August Board 
meeting $136,680.20. Balkema/Kasson moved to accept the Treasurer’s report for September as received. 
CARRIED 
 
MEMBERS TIME: 
 
Fran indicated that he had sent a letter to the City of Galesburg concerning the annexation request of 
Galesburg-Augusta High School.  He planned to attend their next Commission meeting on October 6, 
2003 to explain the impact to the City’s budget if they agree to the annexation request and to inform them 
that they can refuse the school’s request.  After some discussion of the Bill Blank situation,  

Whitehead/Kasson moved to authorize the supervisor to solicit bids on demolition and removal of 
buildings on the Blank property on East Michigan Avenue.  CARRIED 
  
READING & DISPOSITION BILLS 
Kasson/Balkema moved that the bills be allowed and that warrants be drawn on the treasury for their respective 
amounts.  CARRIED 
  
MOTION TO ADJOURN: 
Whitehead/Balkema moved to adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  CARRIED 
 

Linda Kramer, Clerk 


